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Blogging for Ranchers
There once was a time when progressive livestock producers
could simply use a website to satisfy their online marketing
needs. Today, modern livestock marketers need much more
than just a website; they need a web presence. This is where
tools like social media and blogging come into the picture.
The two primary advantages to using blogs and social media
are cost and user-friendliness. Social media outlets and blogs
are generally very inexpensive, if not completely free. Users
often find they are able to connect with fellow agriculturalists
from around the world, creating a virtual network of friends.
Blogs: The New Buzzword
Blogs are currently one of the most popular tools for
information sharing and promotion being utilized by
agricultural advocates today. What is a blog? In its simplest
form, a blog is similar to a diary or journal, except it is web
based. Writers - called bloggers - use a blog to use writing
and video to share their ideas, thoughts, and opinions for the
world to see.
Since blogs are web based, there is no special equipment
required other than a computer and an internet connection.
With just a few clicks of a mouse, a modern livestock
producer can be blogging in a matter of minutes.
There are two popular web based programs that most
bloggers use: Blogger® (www.blogger.com) and Wordpress®
(www.wordpress.com). While both are extremely powerful,
easy to use tools, it appears that most agriculturalists tend
to favor the Blogger® platform. To get started, simply visit
www.blogger.com and follow the steps to create and account.
Livestock producers will need to choose a name for their blog,
which will become their blog address. For example, my blog
address is www.ranchhousedesigns.blogspot.com. (Blogspot is
the URL for Blogger®).
Next, modern livestock producers will want to customize
their blog design. The Blogger® software offers several free
design templates that can be installed and customized
to fit your ranch’s colors and style. To complete the
most professional looking blog, we recommend hiring a
professional to design a customized blog graphic that will
appear at the top of each page on the blog.
Just as a website must be updated to remain fresh, the best
blogs out there are the ones that are updated daily or even
multiple times per day. Though it might seem daunting at
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first, give it a try and start posting.
What do you write about? The good
thing about blogs is that one can
post just about anything. Blogs are
typically viewed as a much more
casual medium compared to websites
or printed articles.
The most interesting and most
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popular blogs contain posts about
Designs, Inc., a leading
daily life on the farm, opinions,
national graphic design and
photos, and thoughts on life in
communications firm.
general. Many ranch wives have taken
over blogging duties on the ranch, and
find blogging a great tool for sharing recipes and humor, as
well as a way of chronicling the rewards of day to day life in
agriculture.
Livestock producers can post things on a blog they would
probably never post on a website, like photographs or video
taken from a cell phone, and quotes or text messages from
customers or friends. Blogging also provides a forum for
producers to share opinions and thoughts on relevant topics
to the industry. For those livestock producers on-the-go,
blogs can even be updated via cell phone.
Once your blog is set up, it is important to link all of
your social media profiles together to get the most exposure,
and also to save time when updating. Blogger provides an
easy tool that links your Facebook® and Twitter® pages into
your blog. By doing this, your blog will be automatically
updated whenever you make a post on Facebook, and vice
versa.
Recommended Blogs
To get a feel for blogging, check out some of these
popular cattle industry blogs. Don’t be afraid to join in on
the discussion by commenting and sharing.
• Beef Blog, Amanda Radke:
http://blog.beefmagazine.com/beef_daily/
• The Pioneer Woman, http://thepioneerwoman.com
•NCBA Young Producers http://ypcblog.beefusa.org
While a blog won’t replace the need for a website, it does
provide a marketer with many advantages. And, in many
cases, it turns into a fun way of sharing your story with
others in the industry. © 2011
www.azcattlemensassoc.org
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DIABLO TRUST HONORED WITH BEEF 2011
TRAILBLAZER AWARD
By Burt Rutherford, BEEF Senior Editor

The early ’90s were a tenuous time to be a public lands
rancher. The rallying cry of “Cattle Free by ’93” rang loud,
and sometimes violently, within the environmental-activist
crowd. Even state and federal land management agencies
seemed to think it was a good idea.

The idea was to develop a collaborative process that included
the wide and disparate views and agendas from ranchers,
state and federal agencies, wildlife enthusiasts, academia
and environmentalists.

So, the two families took a decidedly non-traditional approach
to the situation. In 1993, the year the environmental activists
had targeted for their demise, they called a community
gathering in Flagstaff. There, they proposed an unlikely
alliance they dubbed the Diablo Trust, named after Diablo
Canyon, which forms a boundary between the two ranches.

“We had never really connected with the public,” Kit Metzger
says, “but we were hearing all this talk about what everybody
else wanted to see out here. So we thought we need to invite
all the people who come out here on the ground or have
something to do with managing the ground, and see if we
can come up with some common goals.”

It’s likely that other ranchers in the West thought it was more
It was against this tumultuous backdrop that two Northern of an unholy alliance than an unlikely one. The thought of
Arizona ranches looked back at their historic past and forward inviting the very people who wanted cattle off public lands
to be part of a collaborative management process designed
to an uncertain future.
to keep the ranches in business was a concept beyond
“We were running into quite a bit of conflict with other public
comprehension.
land users,” remembers Bob Prosser, who along with his wife,
Judy, run the Bar T Bar ranch headquartered in Winslow, But to the Prossers and the Metzgers, it made sense.
AZ. That conflict had both the Bar T Bar and the neighboring Continued conflict wasn’t getting them anywhere. In fact, it
Flying M, owned by Jack Metzger, wife Mandy and his sister was moving them backward, draining time and energy away
Kit, worried whether they had a long-term future on the from being good stewards of the resource, and exacting an
emotional toll that ultimately threatened their very existence.
land.

RANCH FOR SALE
MORRISON BROTHERS WINDMILL RANCH

MORRISON BROTHERS WINDMILL
RANCH HEADQUARTERS LAND

• 6 miles south of Flagstaff; adjacent to
the east side of Interstate Highway 17

• 6 miles south of Flagstaff, both sides of Interstate Highway 17,
and running intermittently south for an additional 16 miles
• Assets include approx. 230 mature cows, 28 bulls, 50 replacement
heifers; pick-ups, trailers and associated equipment; two (2) full
sets of permanent steel corrals with certified livestock scales,
hydraulic squeeze chutes, sorting alleys, and loading chutes;
U.S. Forest Service grazing permit for Munds Pocket Allotment,
Cornville Unit Allotment, and Foxboro Allotment --- total
covering over 100,000 acres, but no private land.
• The ranch is easily divided into three (3) separate operating
units to accommodate buyers’ needs.

Price for Operating Ranch: $915,000

c

• 65 acres of mostly open mountain
meadow with tall pines scattered in
the perimeter. Easy access off I-17 at
Newman Park Road. Included are
riding arena and round pen; a full set
of permanent steel corrals with certified
livestock scales, hydraulic squeeze
chute; cabin/bunk house; and slumpblock tack shed. There are also two
locations for power hook-ups for RV or
trailers.

Price for Headquarters Deeded
Land: $2,300,000
The operating ranch and the
65 deeded headquarter acres
can each be purchased
separately.

c

Gregory L. Bamford | Bamford Realty, Inc.
325 S. Higley Rd, #110 | Gilbert, AZ 85296 | 480.941.1584 | glb@bamcos.com
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What is the Diablo Trust?

grazing permits.

And so, against the backdrop of “Cattle Free by ’93,” the Diablo The Diablo Trust has a full- and part-time paid staff. Monthly
Trust was born.
meetings are open to anyone who wants to participate. A
10-person board of directors oversees its activities, which
It’s not a “trust” in the fiduciary sense of a land trust or a
are spread out between several working groups that conduct
conservation easement. Rather, the “trust” comes from the
projects in wildlife management, watershed improvement, land
heritage of the West’s ranching tradition where a word was a
and forage management, and monitoring and data collection,
commitment and a handshake sealed the deal. The Prossers
among others. Its funding comes from donations, grants and
and the Metzgers knew that for sustainability, a trusting
the two ranches.
relationship that holds the collaborative group together was
essential.
But its heart and soul is the land, and its promise is the example
it sets – that collaboration is better than conflict and working
What it is, then, is a forum and a venue where ranchers,
together accomplishes much more than working apart.
environmentalists, federal and state land managers, scientists,
recreationalists and others work together to achieve a variety “There are 4-5 billion acres of land on this planet with similar
of shared goals. Ultimately, however, their goal is to create an topography, geology and climate to the American West,” says
environment of trust and interdependence that will allow the Jack Metzger. “If these American ecosystems aren’t used as a
two ranches to carry over to the next generation.
global laboratory, then where on this planet – with what money
and parallel sources of academia, land agency expertise and
Said succinctly, its mission is: “Learning from the land and
educated people living on the land – will this be done? And
sharing our knowledge so there will always be a West.” That’s
when will we start?”
not a nostalgic statement, the group says on its website. “On the
contrary, it reflects our forward-looking commitment to working Does it work?
ranches as long-term, economically viable enterprises, while
While all that looks good in concept, getting people with widely
maintaining unfragmented landscapes and restoring native
divergent resource-management views to agree on much of
ecosystems.”
anything is a daunting challenge. But the Diablo Trust seems
The Diablo Trust works toward that goal by involving 26 to have found sufficient middle ground, with what its staffer
collaborating groups that represent various public land users, Derrick Widmark calls the “radical center,” to accomplish some
and the state and federal agencies that manage those lands, remarkable things.
ag groups and universities. The land area of the two ranches is
“It has its moments…any kind of collaborative organization that
roughly 426,000 acres of intermingled private and public land.
relies on consensus building is difficult because it takes so long
Approximately a third of that 665-square-mile area is private
to make a decision,” says Judy Prosser, Diablo Trust president.
land, with the rest owned by either the Forest Service or the
“But, when you do come to a consensus, it’s a strong one and
Arizona State Land Department, on which the ranches have
it’s supported by a wide array of people.”
An example is one of the first
projects the group undertook, a
project that endures even today.
“The big push when we got started
was to deal with the dwindling
antelope population, the growing
elk population and a limited
amount of spring feed for all during
drought years,” Bob says.
Given the emotional rhetoric of
the time, the conventional wisdom
held that cattle were causing the
antelope herd to crash. But the
Bar T Bar and the Flying M have
always taken a very scientific,
objective approach to ranching,
and they felt such an approach
was crucial within the Diablo Trust
as well.
So, to answer the question of what
was causing dwindling antelope
numbers and resource damage,
the Diablo Trust, with the support
of the agencies and sportsmen,
Continued on page 26...
www.azcattlemensassoc.org

25

...Continued from page 25 Diablo Trust
initiated an extensive utilization monitoring effort that drilled as a working ranch and keep it open space, keep the wildlife
down to which herbivore ate what, how much, and at what values,” she says. “They could see the writing on the wall
time of year.
because Arizona has been subdivided so much.”
Out of that came a dataset that shed objective light on the The Diablo Trust’s latest effort is called CROP, for Coordinated
situation, showing that cattle weren’t the issue; it was the Resource Operational Plan. “The agencies have a real
elk.
revolving door of people,” Kit says. “Just about the time you
get them on board and they understand what you’re doing,
Based on that data, the groups launched a collaborative effort
they move up the ladder,” Judy adds. “And you start all over
to reduce the elk population due to its impact on the resource,
again with a new person.”
particularly in the winter and spring. They didn’t stop there.
They also launched an aggressive vegetative management So the Diablo Trust produced a document that contains maps
and water-distribution effort, as well as modifying many miles and a history of the projects they’ve been working on over
of fence to allow better access for the antelope between the years. When new staff comes on board, they’re handed a
pastures.
copy of the document to get them up to speed with the trust’s
past, present and future.
With help from the Diablo Trust and funding from the
agencies, they’ve removed junipers from around 40,000 In the meantime, the Diablo Trust will continue to be an
acres of private, state and federal lands since the mid ’90s. industry trailblazer as it works collaboratively to keep the
To determine the success of the project, radio collars were “new” West, with its various and often conflicting philosophies,
used to track the antelope.
a place where ranches can still call home.
“Prior to that, there had been very few antelope pass through For more information on Diablo Trust, go to diablotrust.org.
those areas. After that, the telemetry on those antelope
Excerpted with permission. All rights reserved. Visit http://
changed significantly and they started moving back in,” Bob
license.icopyright.net/7.5453-18325 for details.
says.
That was the first piece of hard data indicating that a century of
encroachment by junipers was part of the antelope problem.
By removing the trees, the habitat was regenerated and
restored, very much to the liking of both the resident and
migratory antelope. “With this data in hand, the Game
and Fish became probably the biggest driver of the
entire effort,” Bob says.
That monitoring and management effort continues
today. “It’s the single largest utilization database in the
state,” Bob says. “In fact, right now they’re talking about
increasing the elk herd and that’s certainly substantiated
by the data we’re collecting.”
Since then, the Diablo Trust has enjoyed additional
success, including the development of a full
environmental impact statement (EIS), backed by the
Diablo Trust collaborators, that was presented to the
Forest Service when the 10-year grazing permits for the
two ranches came due.
“Doing an EIS was very innovative,” Judy says. “To my
knowledge, it had never been done before. Six years of
work and 650 pages. Needless to say, it has substance
to it! We refer back to it all the time when we go out to do
a project or talk to people about whatever issue comes
up.”
It was also instrumental in keeping the two ranches
viable. “We were able to maintain our permits, which
could have had a big cut,” Kit says. “Then, we would
really have had only one choice, and that would have
been to start selling off (private land).”
However, because the private land is intermingled with
public land, that would break up the open space that
many public land users cherish. “So we had a lot of
people help on that issue, a lot of support to maintain it
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WESTLAKE
CATTLE

GROWERS
LLC

Custom Processing, Weaning, Backgrounding,
Growing, Finishing, and Marketing
Bull and Heifer Development, AI

USDA–
USDA– Age/Source Facilitator and Tagging Site through
Global Animal Management/Tri Merit.
USDA–
USDA– NHTC verification available through IMI Global.
~10,000 head capacity growyard in Cochise, AZ~
Contact: Gary A. Thrasher D.V.M.

WESTLAKE CATTLE GROWERS, L.L.C.

(520) 384384-3761

Cell: (520) 508508-5731

Fax: (520) 384384-3931

westlakecattle@wildblue.net

